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Dear Mrs. Valérie Pecresse,  Mrs. Chantal Jouanno and Mr. Bernard Kouchner 
 
The Global Biodiversity Facility, in which France is one of the five main 
contributors with USA, Japan, Germany and the United Kingdom, aims at 
making biodiversity data available worldwide for all analyses and decisions 
involving biodiversity. By allowing repatriation of biodiversity data to their 
countries of origin, it is central for effective implementation of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity by developing countries, as well as for scientific 
evaluation and understanding of biodiversity loss under human pressure and 
climate change. 

France has been a member of GBIF since the endorsement of GBIF by OECD 
Ministers of Science at the OECD Ministerial Meeting in 1999 and has ever since 
been an active participant, contributor and supporter of GBIF. The indepedent 
review/evaluation of GBIF in 2005 clearly stated that the GBIF technical 
platform and objectives were  proven possible during the first three years of 
existence and that GBIF “was the right initative at the right time and with the 
right goals”1. 

GBIF is a distributed network with no central database. All the biodiversity data 
that can be accessed though the GBIF data portal is held by the host 
institutions. It gradually became increasingly evident that the National Nodes 
were the key units in the operations of the network, coordinating and 
interacting with the scientific communities and providing user-driven services to 
enable the publishing of data to common standards via the internet. As such, 
GBIF has been given a mega-science task with a micro-size central budget of 
approximately €3.5million/yr for the Secretariat and the GBIF Work Programme. 
This amount does however not included the needed national investments from 
Participants to make GBIF going, and without that support it will not be possible 
for GBIF to accomplish what GBIF has been agreed to do. 
 
The French National Node is not only an exemplary partner assisting the 
Secretariat in various ways, it is also functioning adequately in making France 
the fourth-largest data publisher2 of GBIF overall.  France also contributes to 
the global GBIF infrastructure by hosting one of the mirror sites of the GBIF data 
registry at the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle (MNHN) and assists the 
Secretariat actively by debugging, tuning and testing of new data connection 

                                                 
1 The GBIF 3rd Year Review – Preface - 2005 
2 We use the term publisher when an institution/scientist makes data accessible 
on the internet via the GBIF infrastructure. 
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software to the portal and of the latest software tools. France also holds some 
of the largest collections in the World that really deserves to be digitized and 
thereby made available to end-users in a number of countries – particular 
developing countries -  from which they have been collected and to whom easy 
access to the data is higly appreciated. 
 
We would expecially like to thank the French Government for the support to  
the CEPDEC Programme (Capacity Enhancement for Developing Countries) which 
is a flexible ‘umbrella’ under which developed countries can support developing 
countries in capacity building through collaboration, sharing of expertise, 
technology transfer and training. In particular, the partnership between 
France’s Sud Expert Plantes (SEP) and CEPDEC involves 22 Francophone 
countries in Africa and Asia. The MoC between GBIF-France and the Secretariat 
has laid out a useful division of labour and grounds for collaboration. We hope 
that GBIF-France is as pleased as we are with the outcomes. Within each SEP 
country, the project has enabled substantial progress in needs analysis, data 
resources surveys, and the setting up of a national biodiversity network around 
an operational GBIF National Node.  It has allowed a wide dissemination of 
information on the benefits of participation in GBIF through four regional 
workshops, that have lead a number of these countries to engage in the process 
of becoming GBIF members. Mauritania and Togo have already joined as a 
result.  Through the dedicated training activities, GBIF-France is instrumental in 
the success of this capacity building programme. 
 
GBIF-France has done a remarkable job and we have witnessed how important it 
is to provide meeting materials and training in French. As a result, the 
Secretariat is now focussing on providing all our key documentation, training 
materials etc. in French and other dominant languages in the network wherever 
feasible within the budget available for GBIF.   
 
The CEPDEC programme is highly appreciated by our developing country 
members as they see this transfer of technology, data and information as one of 
the tangible benefits of GBIF in their struggle to better manage their 
biodiversity resources. This is of course a primary requirement under the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), thus the partnership between GBIF 
and France is proving invaluable in assiting  and implementing the goals of this 
international treaty. We sincerely hope that the French Government will 
continue to support the CEPDEC Programme in ways you find useful as it also 
may influence decision making in other developed countries - including 
Denmark, the other country that has supported the CEPDEC Programme- to also 
contribute funds for activities in developing countries, enabling them to better 
participate in, and benefit from, the establishment of GBIF. The Danish 
participation  in CEPDEC has included a special pilot project to help Tanzania 
establish its National Biodiversity Information Facility (TanBIF: 
www.tanbif.or.tz), a project which has provided a number of benefits not just 
for Tanzania, but for other developing countries. 
  
As much as  what GBIF-France has done so far in implementing the GBIF MOU, 
assisting the Secretariat and supporting developing countries is appreciated, we 
hope that GBIF is also considered relevant and increasing useful in the French 
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national context, both in providing common support for biodiversity science and 
in planning activities in various agencies for a more sustainable management of 
biodiversity resources in France. We hope that the French Government through 
its representation on the GBIF Board will express its wishes, as a key participant 
and financial contributor to GBIF, regarding the next phase of GBIF (for the 
period 2012-2016) around which planning has recently started. It is important 
that GBIF reflects the needs of our Participants in the best possible ways.  
 
However the contribution of France to GBIF goes well beyond simple 
implementation of the MoU, and we wish to thank the French Government for 
its contribution to the global effort of making biodiversity data accessible and 
usable – a necessity not only for implementation of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, but also for the GEOBON initiative under GEOSS and for the 
IMOSEB/IPBES initiative which France has inspired. These exciting new 
initiatives must be implemented in the most cost-effective way, taking into 
careful consideration what has already been invested by Governments into GBIF 
to enable global discovery, access, and use of biodiversity-related information. 
Much of this investment is readily available in GBIF to be built upon by these 
new initiatives and can provide the backbone for additional policy- or project-
oriented initiatives.  
 
The contribution of France to biodiversity data mobilisation and access is 
exemplary for promotion of biodiversity science in view of the forthcoming 
International Year of Biodiversity and we look very much forward to your 
continued participation in and support for GBIF, and future collaboration in 
2010 and beyond. 

 

With kind regards 

 

 

Hugo von Linstow 
Deputy Director 

 
 
 


