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What can we expect in the genus Curcuma  

in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam? 
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The genus Curcuma L. (Zingiberaceae) contains 50–120 species with highest diversity in 

monsoonal parts of Asia. Many taxa are of economic, medicinal, ornamental and cultural 

importance, turmeric (C. longa L.) probably being the best-known example. Loureiro (1790) 

described two species of Curcuma from Indochina and Gagnepain (1908) treated 17. More 

recent checklists and floras report 14 species from Vietnam and 15 from Laos. We have 

identified over 30 Curcuma species from Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, including at least 5 

new species and several new records, and the numbers are still rising. Revision of protologues 

and herbarium material shows that a number of type specimens are mixed, insufficient or 

missing and that lectotypifications and neotypifications will be needed to resolve the identities 

and settle the nomenclature of historical names. As expected, many species in CLV also occur 

in Thailand but, in addition, we have encountered numerous widely cultivated species, 

originally described from India and Indonesia, which had not been recorded from CLV. 

Inclusion of samples from CLV into an overall Curcuma phylogeny shows that a number of 

seed-setting species, which are currently classified in subgenus Curcuma, form a separate 

clade which we propose to recognize as a separate subgenus. The genera Laosanthus and 

Stahlianthus nest within Curcuma subgenus Hitcheniopsis should be recombined in Curcuma.  

 


