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Zingiber Mill. (Zingiberaceae) has a widespread distribution throughout tropical Asia. There are 
more than 250 published names but the number of species is likely to be 100–150. Recent revisions 
report 56 species in Thailand, 42 in China, 19 in Peninsular Malaysia and over 30 species in 
Borneo but there is no recent revision of Indochinese Zingiber. The first account of Indochinese 
Zingiber was published by Loureiro in 1790 with only 2 species recorded from southern Vietnam. In 
1908, in the most recent revision of Indochinese Zingiberaceae, Gagnepain reported 13 species. 
More recent checklists and floras have reported 11 species from Vietnam and 13 species from 
Laos.  
Geographical and habitat similarities between Thailand and Indochina result in numerous Zingiber 
species occurring in both regions, e.g. Z. junceum Gagnep. and Z. thorelii Gagnep.  
Our recent fieldwork in Indochina leads us to expect 30–50 species of Zingiber in the region. We 
believe that studies of Zingiber may have been partly hindered by the occurrence of polyploidy in 
the genus, which is responsible for uneven intraspecific morphological variability. This problem has 
not been studied before from numerous living populations over an extended geographical area. 
Species such as Z. mekongense Gagnep., for instance, exhibit variability in the shape of the 
labellum and the lateral staminodes and it is likely that several previously described species fall 
within the pattern of variation of this species. Zingiber pellitum Gagnep. varies considerably in the 
density of the indumentum and the shape of the inflorescence as well as the colouration of the 
flower parts.  
The situation is not resolved yet because numerous types have not yet been located, others consist 
of heterogeneous syntypes collected at different localities, or their poor state of preservation does 
not allow precise identification. Several taxa have not been re-collected since they were described 
some hundred years ago so their identities remain uncertain. 
To understand the taxonomy, diversity, and distribution of Zingiber in Indochina, and to resolve 
the nomenclature of all published names, research towards a revision need to be carried out.  
 
 


