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The genus Sericanthe was established and its species were revised 30 years ago by one of the authors. Intensive
recent botanical collecting in Lower Guinea (mainly southern Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon) has made
a reconsideration of species in this area necessary. Revision of the newly collected Lower Guinean herbarium
specimens of Sericanthe (twice as many as were available at the time of the first revision) has brought four new
species to light, namely S. gabonensis and S. mpassa from Gabon, S. lowryana from Cameroon and S. rabia
from Cameroon and Gabon. Distributional data are much augmented, and distributional maps of all species from
the area are provided. Four species were reported to be newly recorded for at least one country. The occurrence of
the novelties in the main diversity centre of the genus is discussed in the context of the chorology of the entire
genus Sericanthe. A first estimation of the conservation status for the new species is given. A synopsis of the genus
Sericanthe in Lower Guinea with a taxonomic key is provided. © 2012 The Linnean Society of London, Botanical
Journal of the Linnean Society, 2012, 169, 530–554.
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INTRODUCTION

Sericanthe Robbr. is restricted to the tropics of the
African mainland (Robbrecht, 1978a, 1981a). On its
recognition, it was placed in Coffeeae, a placement
accepted today on molecular evidence (Davis et al.,
2007; Tosh et al., 2009), despite Sericanthe and many
other relatives of Tricalysia A.Rich ex DC. having
been transferred to Gardenieae–Diplosporinae in the
1980s and 1990s (for a survey, see Robbrecht &
Manen, 2006: 109 & table 2). The habit of a coffee
shrub (plagiotropic lateral branches with sessile axil-
lary inflorescences paired at the nodes) and contorted
corolla aestivation make Coffeeae immediately recog-

nizable. Sericanthe also exhibits the other morpho-
logical characteristics of Coffeeae (Davis et al., 2007:
321), namely sheathing stipules, bracteoles and
bracts fused into calyx-like cup-shaped structures
(‘calyculi’), anthers exserted from the narrow corolla
tube, style two-lobed and bilocular ovaries with axile
placentation. Sericanthe is, however, easily distin-
guished from the other members of the tribe by the
unique type of anther [(sub)sessile, basifixed and with
a much widened and flattened connective] and the
relatively large pleiomerous flowers covered with a
silky hairiness. It further deviates from all other
members of Coffeeae in having the embryo radicle in
a lateral, rather than an inferior, position. In addi-
tion, many species have a peculiar type of calyx,
completely covering the corolla in the late bud stage*Corresponding author. E-mail: bsonke_1999@yahoo.com
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